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52% of public think Entwistle replacement should come from outside the BBC 

According to a recent YouGov poll for the Sunday Times, 52% of the British public believe 

the next director general of the BBC should be appointed from outside the corporation, while 

only 20% say someone should be promoted from within the BBC and 28% say they don’t 

know.  

The last DG, George Entwistle, was head of BBC Vision before being promoted to the top 

job, at which he served for only 54 days. An overwhelming 80% of the public believe the 

£450,000 payout Entwistle received following his resignation is “unacceptable”, according to 

the poll. 

52% also believe that the role of director general should be split in two, with one person 

charged with running the corporation, and another person responsible for the editor-in-chief 

role of overseeing journalism at the BBC.  

The survey also found that 47% of people think that BBC Trust chairman Chris Patten 

should resign, while 29% think he should stay on in this role and 24% say they don’t know. A 

YouGov poll for the Sun – conducted at the end of October in the wake of the Jimmy Savile 

scandal – found that only 25% of the public thought that Patten should step down, whereas 

38% said he should stay on as chairman and 37% weren’t sure. 

Lord Patten currently works part-time for three or four days a week as chairman of the BBC 

Trust, and holds a number of other part-time positions including Chancellor of Oxford 

University, as well as serving on several company boards. But this latest poll found that 55% 

of the public think that the role of chairman of the BBC Trust should be a full time one. 
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Notes to editors: 
 

Total sample size was 1,893 GB Adults aged 18+. Fieldwork was undertaken 15
th
– 16

th
 November. 

The survey was carried out online. All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. 
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  
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YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 

For further information visit yougov.co.uk 
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