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7 in 10 Brits think BBC covered up Savile allegations 

Seven in ten people in Britain think the BBC covered up allegations of sexual abuse against 

Jimmy Savile. Just under (32%) say their trust in the BBC has decreased, while 41% say 

they still trust the BBC, according to a YouGov poll for The Sun. 

The poll also reveals that 66% of the public think the BBC has handled the Savile situation 

badly, and over two-thirds (68%) say that Newsnight was wrong not to report the claims 

against the late BBC DJ. 34%  believe that others at the BBC were involved in similar 

behaviour at the time. 

Meanwhile, public opinion is divided on whether BBC Director-General George Entwistle 

should resign over the scandal: 29% say he should resign, 33% believe he should stay in his 

post and 38% are not sure. 

Commenting on the results, YouGov Director of Political and Social Research Joe Twyman 

said: 

“Earlier this week BBC Director-General George Entwistle said that trust in the BBC had 

been ‘shaken’ by the allegations surrounding Jimmy Savile, however, on the basis of these 

results, ‘shattered’ might have been a better description. History tells us that before any 

organisation can start the process of regaining the public’s trust they need to draw a line 

under things. This may be difficult for the BBC at the moment, given over a third suspect this 

type of behaviour was a wider incident that involved others at the BBC at the time. This 

perception, while it lasts, could prevent the organisation from moving on in the eyes of the 

public.”  
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  
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YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 

For further information visit yougov.co.uk 
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