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YouGov predicts Obama will beat Romney by 2%  

US President Barack Obama will beat Republican challenger Mitt Romney, according to the 
latest YouGov poll. Our central forecast is that Obama will outpoll Romney by 2% of the 
popular vote, and that he will win 303 Electoral College votes to Romney’s 235. 

In one of the most extensive polls ever conducted, YouGov questioned more than 36,000 
Americans in 27 states, between 31 October and 3 November. The survey included all the 
battleground states, and also the largest states such as New York, California and Texas. 
Together, they put Obama just 2% ahead in the popular vote, but with enough support in the 
key states to make him the clear favourite to win the 270 Electoral College votes he needs. 

 Obama is projected to win 18 states comfortably, which together would give him an 
absolute minimum of 237 Electoral College votes – 33 short of his target. 
 

 Mitt Romney holds clear leads in 24 states. They give him 191 Electoral College 
votes, 79 short of victory. 

 

 That leaves nine states up for grabs. They provide 110 electoral votes. Obama needs 
to win just under a third of them; Romney needs almost three-quarters of them. 

 

 YouGov's central prediction is for Obama to win 66 Electoral College votes from the 
battleground states, and win overall by 303-235 Electoral College votes. 

Commenting on the findings, YouGov President Peter Kellner said that while the President 
looks set for re-election, a Romney victory cannot be ruled out. But he would need YouGov's 
figures - and those of almost all other pollsters - to be systematically wrong. Sources of 
possible error could include a late swing towards Romney, differential turnout to what the 
pollsters predicted, inaccurate methodology, or response rates that over-represent Obama’s 
support. 

“We are predicting that Obama is going to hang on to the presidency, but by a smaller 
margin than in 2008. It’s even possible that Obama will narrowly lose the nationwide popular 
vote and still win the electoral college. Mitt Romney could win one million more votes than 
Obama across America and still lose the election. There have been elections when the 
winner of the popular vote has lost the Electoral College, most recently in 2000 when Al 
Gore won the popular vote, but still lost the election to George W Bush. In such a tight race, 
no doubt the Democrats are not only concerned about losing the White House, but are also 
worried about the cloud that could hang over Obama’s second term if he does not win the 
popular vote. Whatever happens tomorrow, this will undeniably be an historic election,” said 
Kellner. 

- ENDS- 

Notes to editors: 
 

Total sample size was 36,472 likely US voters, aged 18+. Fieldwork was undertaken between 

October 31 and November 3, 2012. The survey was carried out online. All figures, unless otherwise 

stated, are from YouGov Plc. 
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  

YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 

For further information visit yougov.co.uk 
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