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YouGov / The Sun Survey Results
Sample Size: 1633 GB Adults
Fieldwork: 16th - 17th December 2012

Total Con Lab Lib 
Dem Con Lab Lib 

Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands / 
Wales North Scotland

Weighted Sample 1633 400 548 120 507 410 351 794 839 198 416 558 461 931 702 209 531 349 402 142
Unweighted Sample 1633 426 497 95 547 376 353 751 882 100 452 624 457 1098 535 296 544 303 354 136

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
Now we'd like you to help pick some of the best 
films, television shows, personalities and 
events of 2012, from shortlists nominated by 
YouGov panelists...
Which of the following do you think was the 
biggest news event of 2012?

London Olympics and Paralympics 54 65 47 50 63 49 55 48 59 45 57 56 53 55 52 53 59 59 48 40
Sir Jimmy Saville abuse scandal 14 12 17 10 12 16 13 16 12 12 15 16 12 11 18 18 14 10 16 14

The Queen's Diamond Jubilee 7 10 6 3 11 8 4 6 9 2 5 7 12 6 9 3 8 7 9 8
President Obama being re-elected 5 1 6 14 3 4 8 6 4 10 5 4 5 7 2 6 4 3 4 16
The Leveson Inquiry into the press 4 2 7 3 2 5 5 5 3 2 2 5 5 5 3 6 3 5 3 4

Conflict in Syria 4 2 4 9 2 4 7 4 4 4 4 4 4 6 1 4 3 3 5 6
Floods in Britain 3 2 4 2 3 4 2 4 3 1 1 3 6 2 5 2 2 5 3 2
Hurricane Sandy 2 0 2 5 0 1 2 2 1 4 2 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 0 4

The announcement of the Duchess of Cambridge's 
pregnancy 1 1 2 0 1 2 0 1 0 4 1 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 2 0

Felix Baumgartner jumping from space 1 1 2 0 0 2 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 0
None of these 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 2 3 1 2

Don't know 3 2 4 1 1 3 2 4 3 12 3 2 1 3 4 2 2 2 7 2

Which of the following politicians made the 
biggest impression on you in 2012?

Boris Johnson 25 37 19 24 37 16 27 26 25 28 23 25 26 28 22 40 29 22 20 17
David Cameron 9 25 2 4 17 2 4 9 8 7 12 9 7 9 8 5 11 10 7 8

Ed Miliband 7 0 18 4 0 17 7 7 6 10 5 7 7 6 8 9 4 8 9 5
Nigel Farage 6 4 4 4 9 5 5 9 3 1 2 7 10 7 5 4 5 7 8 4

Ed Balls 3 0 7 0 0 8 2 2 3 2 1 2 5 3 2 2 2 4 3 1
Vince Cable 3 1 3 14 0 4 6 3 2 5 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 3 4

Michael Gove 2 2 1 3 3 1 4 2 2 1 1 2 3 3 1 1 3 1 2 2
Nadine Dorries 2 4 1 3 3 3 1 2 2 0 4 2 1 2 3 3 2 3 2 0
Alex Salmond 2 1 1 4 1 2 2 3 2 3 1 3 3 3 2 1 1 1 1 18

Nick Clegg 1 0 1 11 0 1 4 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 0 2 1
None of these 32 21 34 22 25 34 33 29 35 20 38 35 29 31 34 26 31 34 37 28

Don't know 8 5 8 7 5 8 6 6 9 21 9 6 3 6 10 4 8 8 6 13

Voting intention 2010 Vote Gender Age Social grade Region
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Which of the following do you think was the 
best film released in 2012?

Skyfall 23 29 19 21 26 16 25 25 20 17 22 28 20 27 18 27 24 22 18 28
War Horse 9 11 8 6 12 8 9 9 9 3 4 9 15 8 10 8 12 8 9 2
The Hobbit 7 5 8 12 5 7 9 6 8 11 7 7 6 8 7 7 7 7 8 7

The Dark Knight Rises 5 3 6 3 3 6 4 5 5 10 10 3 1 5 5 4 2 7 5 13
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 5 7 5 3 6 6 6 3 8 2 2 5 10 6 4 7 6 4 4 5
Twilight - Breaking Dawn 2 4 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 5 8 2 1 2 6 2 5 3 2 7

Avengers Assemble 4 2 5 1 1 5 3 5 2 17 4 1 1 3 4 4 2 3 7 1
Prometheus 4 2 6 5 4 5 3 4 3 5 4 4 2 3 5 0 3 5 4 6

Ted 3 4 3 2 3 3 1 2 4 7 5 2 0 2 4 2 4 3 4 0
Argo 1 1 1 4 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 2 1 2 1 0

None of these 7 3 7 6 5 6 9 6 8 11 7 8 3 7 7 9 6 7 8 3
Don't know 29 29 28 32 32 34 26 30 27 9 26 28 41 27 31 27 29 30 30 28

Which of the following do you think is the best 
soap opera of 2012?

Coronation Street 17 19 22 6 18 19 15 18 15 4 13 20 21 16 18 10 12 22 21 17
Eastenders 11 10 13 12 8 13 10 10 11 15 17 9 5 10 11 15 14 8 5 10
Emmerdale 7 8 7 6 10 8 4 7 7 2 5 7 10 6 9 5 8 7 8 6

Holby City 4 4 4 4 4 6 4 2 7 3 3 5 5 3 6 4 5 3 5 3
Hollyoaks 3 4 3 2 2 3 3 2 5 11 6 1 0 2 5 1 3 2 5 4

Neighbours 2 1 1 3 2 0 4 2 2 2 3 2 1 2 2 3 2 4 1 0
Doctors 2 1 2 8 1 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 3 1

Home and Away 1 2 2 3 1 2 1 0 3 3 3 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 2 1
None of these 26 27 22 23 26 23 25 27 24 38 23 27 20 27 24 28 26 23 25 28

Don't know 27 26 24 33 27 24 31 32 24 19 24 27 34 31 23 32 27 29 23 30

Which of the following do you think is the best 
reality TV or talent show of 2012?

Strictly Come Dancing 22 28 20 20 30 22 22 17 27 5 13 21 37 24 19 21 23 24 20 18
I'm a Celebrity get me out of Here 11 11 14 0 13 14 7 12 11 14 12 13 8 9 15 11 9 10 14 17

Masterchef 9 12 7 9 9 7 12 8 9 5 10 9 10 11 6 11 8 8 9 9
The Apprentice 8 6 9 16 6 6 15 9 8 8 10 9 6 10 6 7 11 7 7 5

Come Dine With Me 7 4 7 9 4 8 5 6 7 15 8 6 3 7 6 8 8 8 5 3
X Factor 5 4 5 6 3 7 4 5 5 8 9 3 1 4 5 6 5 3 7 2

Britain's Got Talent 5 8 5 5 7 3 5 5 6 3 8 7 3 4 7 4 5 8 5 1
The Voice 2 0 3 2 1 4 0 1 2 3 3 1 0 1 3 0 1 1 3 0

Big Brother 2 1 1 2 0 2 0 1 2 5 2 1 0 1 2 5 0 1 2 0
Made in Chelsea 1 3 1 0 1 1 2 0 2 3 2 0 0 1 1 2 2 0 1 0

None of these 14 11 14 14 12 14 16 19 10 21 12 16 13 16 13 15 12 14 15 24
Don't know 14 11 13 17 14 13 13 18 11 11 10 15 19 12 18 11 15 16 12 21
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Which of the following do you think is the best 
TV programme or series of the year (excluding 
reality or soap operas)?

Downton Abbey 19 24 17 20 27 16 20 15 23 5 8 19 35 19 20 14 22 23 18 14
Big Bang Theory 9 7 11 8 6 10 9 8 10 27 9 7 5 8 10 7 7 7 11 23

Sherlock 8 12 7 14 8 8 11 9 8 12 8 9 6 10 6 14 9 10 5 2
Homeland 7 8 6 6 8 6 7 5 9 8 8 7 6 8 6 10 7 4 9 7

Merlin 7 7 8 5 7 8 6 5 8 2 3 6 12 5 9 9 6 7 6 5
The Walking Dead 6 5 5 6 4 5 4 8 4 5 13 4 2 5 7 5 6 8 4 6

Doctor Who 6 5 7 7 5 8 7 6 6 5 5 10 2 6 6 4 7 9 4 2
The Killing 5 4 7 6 3 6 10 5 5 3 2 5 9 6 4 9 6 3 5 3

Game of Thrones 4 3 5 4 4 3 5 5 4 2 7 3 4 6 1 4 4 6 3 4
Hunted 2 1 3 3 1 3 2 1 2 0 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 0 4 1

None of these 15 17 15 15 18 15 13 18 13 21 20 17 7 16 15 15 15 13 17 20
Don't know 11 8 11 4 9 12 7 15 8 10 13 11 11 9 14 8 11 10 13 12

Which of the following do you think was the 
best book released in 2012?

50 Shades of Grey - EL James 13 13 15 7 11 20 9 8 17 16 18 13 7 11 16 10 13 15 14 8
Bring up the Bodies - Hilary Mantel 5 3 6 5 5 5 5 3 6 1 4 5 6 5 4 8 4 5 4 1

Standing In Another Man's Grave - Ian Rankin 4 3 4 6 3 4 6 3 4 0 2 4 6 5 2 3 3 3 5 5
Dodger - Terry Pratchett 3 3 3 9 3 3 5 5 2 4 4 3 4 3 4 3 4 4 3 2

Is it just me? - Miranda Hart 3 3 3 6 4 2 4 2 5 1 4 3 4 3 4 3 4 4 2 5
The Affair - Lee Childs 3 3 2 0 3 3 2 3 3 5 1 3 3 4 2 2 3 1 5 3

A Dance with Dragons - George RR Martin 2 2 3 6 2 3 3 3 2 5 3 1 2 2 3 1 2 2 5 1
Ash- James Herbert 2 1 3 0 1 2 2 1 2 0 1 3 1 1 2 1 1 3 2 1

The Casual Vacancy - J K Rowling 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
Winter of the World - Ken Follett 1 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 3 1 1 2 1 1 2 0

None of these 20 23 20 21 20 16 19 21 18 22 24 18 17 22 16 20 21 18 20 15
Don't know 43 43 38 39 46 39 42 48 38 43 37 46 45 42 44 46 42 44 38 57
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Which of the following is the best television 
actor of 2012?

Benedict Cumberbatch 14 17 15 19 15 15 20 13 15 12 15 15 14 16 12 17 16 14 13 7
Damien Lewis 10 11 8 6 12 9 10 9 11 8 12 9 9 10 9 11 7 10 13 7

Daniel Craig 10 14 10 4 10 12 8 10 10 9 14 11 6 11 10 10 11 10 10 6
David Jason 7 7 9 6 7 11 4 6 9 2 5 8 11 6 9 7 7 8 8 8

Derek Jacobi 7 7 4 11 9 4 9 6 7 1 2 6 14 7 6 6 5 7 7 12
Martin Clunes 6 10 5 1 10 5 5 6 7 1 2 6 13 5 8 3 7 11 5 2

Hugh Bonneville 4 4 3 9 6 2 4 5 3 0 4 4 6 5 2 5 4 5 3 4
Idris Elba 4 2 5 5 3 5 3 5 3 7 6 2 4 4 4 7 4 2 3 7

Matt Smith 3 1 3 4 2 4 2 2 3 6 4 3 0 3 2 1 3 4 2 1
Shane Ritchie 3 1 4 2 2 5 2 3 3 8 3 2 1 1 5 1 3 2 4 0
None of these 9 6 10 12 7 9 9 10 9 15 13 9 5 9 9 7 10 6 11 16

Don't know 23 21 23 20 19 20 23 27 19 31 22 25 18 22 24 25 23 20 22 30

Which of the following is the best television 
actress of 2012?

Dame Maggie Smith 19 24 14 27 23 12 27 17 22 10 12 18 31 20 18 19 20 18 19 22
Dame Judi Dench 13 16 14 9 16 15 8 11 15 10 9 13 18 13 13 8 14 17 11 14

Miranda Hart 9 13 10 10 11 9 10 8 11 6 14 9 7 10 8 12 10 10 7 6
Suranne Jones 7 6 9 4 7 11 5 7 6 10 6 9 3 6 8 4 4 9 10 5

Sarah Lancashire 7 6 7 5 7 8 7 7 7 1 4 8 11 5 10 3 8 6 9 8
Claire Danes 4 4 4 3 5 3 7 4 4 2 8 4 2 5 4 9 4 3 3 3
Karen Gillan 3 2 3 5 2 4 3 4 2 10 3 2 1 3 3 1 2 3 2 7

Anne Reid 3 3 4 6 2 4 3 1 4 0 2 3 6 3 3 3 2 4 3 3
Romola Garai 2 1 3 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 1 4 2 0 1 1

Melissa George 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 0 2 0 2 1 2 1 2
None of these 8 6 7 7 6 7 6 8 8 11 13 7 2 7 8 7 8 8 9 5

Don't know 24 19 24 19 18 23 22 30 18 37 25 24 16 23 25 27 25 19 24 24
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Which of the following is the best TV 
personality or presenter of 2012?

Stephen Fry 16 13 18 26 11 17 23 18 14 19 13 18 15 18 13 18 15 18 17 11
Clare Balding 14 15 13 26 16 11 24 11 17 7 9 14 22 18 10 20 17 9 14 11
Ant and Dec 12 15 11 1 17 10 5 13 10 16 15 11 8 11 13 9 12 14 8 18
Keith Lemon 7 5 10 3 5 11 3 9 5 11 10 8 1 4 11 4 6 4 11 9

Graham Norton 6 4 9 4 4 8 7 4 7 3 6 5 7 6 5 8 6 4 3 10
Dermot O'Leary 4 6 4 1 5 4 3 5 4 4 7 4 2 4 4 3 3 6 3 10
Bradley Walsh 4 5 4 0 5 5 2 4 4 2 2 4 8 3 6 2 3 4 6 3

Alan Carr 4 5 5 4 2 6 5 2 7 9 6 5 1 4 5 5 4 8 3 1
Matt Baker 4 5 4 6 6 3 6 4 4 2 2 3 9 4 5 2 5 6 3 6

Holly Willoughby 4 3 4 1 4 4 2 4 4 5 4 4 3 3 5 3 6 3 4 1
Philip Schofield 2 2 2 1 2 4 1 1 3 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 1

Jake Humphreys 2 1 3 5 2 1 2 3 1 6 3 1 1 3 1 1 2 2 3 2
None of these 9 13 5 12 11 7 7 10 7 3 9 8 11 10 7 10 10 8 9 4

Don't know 11 9 9 10 10 11 8 11 12 11 13 11 10 11 13 12 10 12 12 13
Which of the following do you think is the best 
album of 2012?

Our Version of Events - Emeli Sandé 7 9 6 12 7 6 9 6 9 4 10 9 5 8 7 9 8 9 5 5
Take the Crown - Robbie Williams 6 6 10 2 7 8 4 4 7 6 3 7 7 4 8 7 5 6 7 2

Fall To Grace - Paloma Faith 5 6 4 3 5 4 7 4 5 4 5 6 3 4 6 2 5 3 8 1
Unapologetic - Rihanna 5 5 6 1 3 6 4 4 5 9 9 4 0 4 6 5 3 5 7 5

Babel - Mumford & Sons 4 3 6 6 2 4 5 4 4 9 5 4 3 5 4 3 6 5 2 4
Right Place Right Time - Olly Murs 4 4 3 4 5 3 3 4 5 5 8 4 1 3 5 2 5 5 3 7

Born to Die - Lana Del Rey 3 3 3 1 4 3 2 3 3 5 8 2 1 4 3 4 3 5 1 3
Wrecking Ball - Bruce Springsteen 3 3 3 0 3 2 3 4 2 3 1 3 4 3 2 5 3 1 4 2

Battle Born - The Killers 3 4 3 2 3 4 2 5 2 6 4 4 2 5 2 4 4 3 3 5
18 months - Calvin Harris 3 1 5 4 1 2 2 4 2 14 3 1 0 4 1 3 1 2 5 5

None of these 21 18 20 27 18 23 26 24 18 17 27 20 18 23 19 21 19 24 22 19
Don't know 35 39 32 39 40 34 34 34 37 17 16 38 58 33 38 35 37 33 33 42
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Which of the following is the best single of 
2012?

Skyfall - Adele 15 16 13 21 16 13 14 15 15 10 10 16 20 15 14 15 15 16 12 19
Somebody that I Used to Know - Gotye 10 10 10 6 8 10 9 7 12 14 13 10 4 10 9 11 10 9 10 7

Gangnam Style - Psy 7 8 8 3 6 7 6 8 6 15 10 6 2 7 7 8 8 8 4 10
We Are Young - Fun 6 3 9 10 4 7 7 7 5 11 9 6 2 8 4 3 7 4 9 3

Candy - Robbie Williams 5 5 8 1 5 6 5 6 4 8 3 6 4 4 7 7 2 6 8 1
Diamonds - Rihanna 5 5 6 2 4 5 4 4 6 6 8 5 1 3 7 6 6 2 6 5

Call Me Maybe - Carly Rae Jepsen 4 5 3 5 5 2 3 4 3 3 8 2 1 3 4 4 4 3 4 3
Madness - Muse 3 2 2 5 2 2 5 2 3 3 3 4 1 4 2 3 3 2 3 1

Troublemaker - Olly Murs 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 2 5 3 4 4 2 3 4 2 4 5 2 4
None of these 17 16 15 14 17 17 19 19 15 20 19 18 13 18 15 18 14 18 19 19

Don't know 26 27 23 30 31 26 24 26 26 6 12 23 50 25 27 25 28 27 23 27

Which of the following is the best pop star of 
2012?

Adele 19 20 19 18 19 22 20 18 19 12 12 22 23 18 20 21 21 19 16 15
Emeli Sandé 10 7 12 7 7 10 9 8 11 20 10 8 7 10 10 9 9 9 12 10

Rihanna 8 8 9 3 5 8 11 6 9 13 14 6 1 7 8 12 6 7 7 9
Michael Buble 7 8 7 2 10 7 5 5 8 6 4 5 11 6 7 3 7 8 5 10

Robbie Williams 6 8 7 9 6 7 5 5 8 3 5 9 5 6 6 8 6 6 6 3
Olly Murs 5 4 5 3 4 5 4 3 7 8 7 4 2 4 6 4 4 3 6 8

Lady Gaga 4 2 5 5 2 5 4 4 3 7 3 5 2 3 4 2 4 3 6 1
Paloma Faith 4 3 2 5 4 3 3 3 4 5 3 3 4 3 4 1 4 3 4 5

Psy 3 3 3 5 2 2 3 4 2 6 4 2 1 3 2 3 3 2 2 3
Lana Del Rey 2 2 3 1 3 3 1 3 1 1 7 1 0 3 2 4 2 4 1 1
None of these 16 17 11 20 17 12 20 19 12 12 17 17 14 18 13 14 16 14 15 19

Don't know 19 20 17 22 21 16 16 21 16 7 13 18 29 19 18 19 18 20 18 16

Which of the following do you think was the 
single greatest achievement in British sport in 
2012?

Bradley Wiggins winning the Tour de France 23 23 22 29 23 21 25 29 17 18 19 26 25 25 20 23 25 26 23 7
Britain coming third in the Olympic medal table 22 25 21 19 24 19 28 21 23 15 23 24 21 24 18 26 23 20 21 17

Jessica Ennis winning gold in the Heptathlon 13 13 13 12 15 16 11 12 15 12 13 13 16 13 14 8 17 12 16 6
Andy Murray winning his first grand slam title 11 8 12 8 9 9 13 12 10 15 10 8 13 10 12 6 8 9 7 45

Mo Farah winning double gold at the olympics 10 10 13 12 9 13 9 8 12 9 14 10 8 10 10 14 7 13 12 6
David Weir winning four medals at the Paralymic 

games 6 9 7 7 7 7 4 5 7 7 5 5 7 4 8 6 6 6 5 6

Chris Hoy winning his sixth Olympic gold medal 4 7 2 4 6 3 3 4 4 3 3 5 5 4 4 4 4 3 4 7
None of these 3 1 3 6 2 5 3 3 4 11 4 3 1 2 5 4 3 2 5 2

Don't know 7 4 7 4 5 7 5 6 9 11 9 6 6 6 9 9 8 8 7 5
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Which of the following do you think was the 
most memorable moment of the 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic games?
Britain winning 6 gold medals on "Super Saturday" 21 22 22 13 25 21 20 21 20 16 23 22 19 21 20 21 23 24 20 8

The Opening ceremony 15 12 16 20 12 15 19 16 13 18 11 16 15 16 13 14 18 15 12 11
The Queen and James Bond 13 16 12 17 16 12 15 11 16 13 10 14 16 13 13 12 12 15 13 17

Mo Farah winning his second gold medal 12 13 12 15 11 15 12 12 12 11 12 12 11 12 12 13 11 13 13 9
Jessica Ennis winning gold in the heptathlon 10 12 10 6 12 11 9 12 8 7 10 10 11 11 8 9 10 9 11 7

Andy Murray winning gold 6 4 5 8 5 2 5 4 7 9 4 4 7 5 7 6 3 4 2 26
Usain Bolt winning the 100m final 5 6 5 6 4 5 3 5 4 9 6 4 2 5 4 4 5 5 6 1

Chris Hoy winning his 6th gold medal 3 3 2 0 4 2 1 3 2 1 2 3 4 2 3 2 2 3 3 5
Ellie Simmonds crying after winning a gold medal 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 2 3 2 1 2 4 2 3 2 3 2 2 3

The closing ceremony 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 2 0 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 1 3 4
None of these 4 3 3 5 4 5 2 3 5 7 4 4 3 3 5 6 4 3 4 3

Don't know 8 4 7 5 3 7 8 8 8 8 11 7 5 6 10 9 7 5 10 5

Which of the following was your favourite 
sporting personality of 2012?

Bradley Wiggins 19 19 19 15 21 18 19 25 13 19 16 23 17 22 15 21 20 22 19 8
Jessica Ennis 18 24 15 22 22 16 22 19 17 12 19 17 22 20 16 16 20 14 22 10

Mo Farah 13 12 18 10 10 21 12 11 15 13 16 12 12 13 13 17 13 13 14 4
Andy Murray 9 7 9 6 8 6 8 10 8 18 8 5 10 8 10 5 5 7 5 43

Ellie Simmonds 7 8 7 9 8 7 6 4 10 6 5 6 10 5 8 6 7 10 3 7
Usain Bolt 5 6 4 5 4 3 6 5 5 8 7 5 3 6 5 5 6 5 5 2
Chris Hoy 4 5 4 3 5 6 2 4 4 1 4 5 3 3 5 4 2 5 3 12

David Weir 3 4 3 4 5 1 2 3 3 1 2 2 5 2 4 4 3 3 2 0
Victoria Pendleton 3 4 3 2 5 3 4 3 4 2 1 5 5 4 3 1 5 3 4 0

Nicola Adams 2 0 2 6 1 4 2 1 2 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
None of these 8 5 6 10 6 7 8 7 8 9 9 7 6 7 8 12 7 6 9 6

Don't know 10 5 10 7 6 9 10 8 11 12 13 11 5 8 12 7 11 9 11 6
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